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Tonights Program

The Dick Crews Annual Debate:

Topic: President.incoln's
BiggestMistake

Moderator: William F. B. Vodrey

Perhaps excepting only extreme historical
revisionists, Abraham Lincoln is today
regarded as one of America's greatest
presidents, if not the greatest.! We have, in
fact, so shrouded Lincoln in glory and
adoration that it can be difficult to find the
man under all those alabaster robes, and
heresy even to suggest that the Great
Emancipator had flaws or made mistakes.

With our January debate we intend to plow
head on into Lincoln idolatry and tackle the
question, what was President Lincoln's
biggest mistake?! Join us for what will
certainly be a lively debate.

Tonights Debaters
Ed Chuhna - Suspendinghabeascorpus
John Harkness - Failing to Pght corruption

Mel Maurer - McClellan, McClellan,
! ! ! McClellan

Garry Regan- Neglectinghis own security

Marge Wilson - SelectingAndrew Johnson
! ! ! in 1864

/f)ate.- Wednesday, N
! January 9, 2013

Place: Judson Manor
I 189(C. 10Th Street
I Cleveland, Ohio

Time: Drinks 6pm
! Dinner 6:45om

Reservations: Please send an email to
ccwrt195@yahoo.com with your reservation, or call
Dan Zeiser at (440) 449-9314yl 9pm the Sunday
before the meeting.

Meal: Entree, vegetable, rolls, salad, and dessert.
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this understandingof his limitations as a war
managerPresidentincoln would not be surprise
at our Januarydebatetopic aboutLincoln's greates
mistakes! We will be treated to the informeg
opinionsof severalmembersasthey squareoff ang
discussvariousaspectof presidentialwar policies
and choices that we now see as gone awry
(perhapy ! Which was the greatestmiss (or not)?!
Join us on January @h and add your informed
opinion to those of your comradesin!Civil War
scholarshid Bring afriend; | hopeto.
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Respectfullysubmitted

Mike Wells

The GreatEmancipator
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Grant and Leeat the White House




Article |, Section9,clause2 of the
Constitution which states"The
Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus
shall not be suspended, unless when in
Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public
Safety may require it.”

A writ of habeagorpusis ajudicially
enforceablerderissuedby a courtof
law to a prisonofbcialorderingthata
prisonerbe broughtto the courtsoit can
be determinedvhetherthatprisonerhad
beenlawfully imprisonedand if not,
whetherhe or sheshouldbereleased
from custody A habeagorpuspetition
is Pledwith a courtby a persorwho
objectsto his own or anothels detention
or imprisonmentThe petitionmustshow
thatthe courtorderingthe detentionor
imprisonmenimadea legalor factual
error. Theright of habeasorpusis the
constitutionallybestowedight of a
persornto presenevidencebeforea court
thathe or shehasbeenwrongly
imprisoned

BY THE PRESIDENTOF THE UNITED
STATESOF AMERICA:
A Proclamation

Whereasit hasbecomenecessaryto call
into service not only volunteers but also
portionsof the militia of the Statesby draftin
order to suppresghe insurrectionexistingin
the United Statesanddisloyal personsarenot
adequately restrained by the ordinary
processesf law from hinderingthis measure
and from giving aid and comfort in various
waysto theinsurrection

Now, therefore be it ordered brst that

during the existing insurrection and as a
necessarymeasurefor suppressinghe same
all Rebelsand Insurgents their aiders and
abettors within the United States and all
personsdiscouragingvolunteer enlistments
resisting militia drafts or guilty of any
disloyal practice affording aid andcomfortto
Rebels againstthe authority of the United
States shall be subjectto martial law and
liable to trial and punishmentby Courts
Martial or Military Commission

SecondThatthe Writ of HabeasCorpusis
suspendecth respecto all personsarrestedor
who arenow, or hereafteduringtherebellion
shall be imprisoned in any fort, camp
arsenal military prison or other place of
conbPnemenby any military authority of by
the sentenceor any Court Martial or Military
Commission

In witnesswhereof | havehereuntasetmy
hand andcausedhe sealof the United States
to beafpxed

Done at the City of Washingtonthis twenty
fourth day of Septemberin the year of our
Lord one thousandeight hundredand sixty-
two, and of the Independencef the United
Stateghe 87h.

By the PresidentABRAHAM LINCOLN

WILLIAM H.SEWARD, Secretaryf State



Simon Cameron (1799-1889)

'‘The Great WinnebagoChief' and "Czar of Pennsylvanig Simon
Cameronwas the PennsylvaniaRepublicanleader who servedin the
Senatg1845-49, 1857-61, 186@ndreplacedlamesBuchananA former <
Democrat with such widespread business interests in newspapers i
banking and manufacturingthat he resembleda Whig in political
philosophy Cameron had been a friend and colleague of James
Buchanan He had a reputation of abandoningand manipulating the
Democraticparty for his own interestsin 1857Thad Stevensdecidedto
helpreturnCamerono the Senateasa Republicarwherehe wasserving
whenhe soughtthe Republicarpresidentiahominationin 1860.

After Lincoln's election he was brstoffereda cabinetpost The offer
was withdrawn then extendedagain Cameronactually wantedto be
Secretaryof the Treasury His nominationwas pushedby lllinoisan David Davis and New Yorke
Thurlow Weed for whom Camerors ethical problems were not disabling Rumors of allegec
corruptiondatedbackto his allegedswindleof Indiansandprovidedhis "GreatWinnebag® nickname
A split with the faction of the PennsylvaniaParty headedby Andrew G. Curtin and AlexanderK.
McClure causedhim repeatedproblemsin reachinghis political aspirationsduring the Civil Wa
period Mr. Lincoln metwith Camerontwice after his arrival in Washingtorand Pnally appointechim
to thecabineton March 5, 1861he dayafterthe Inauguration

OnestoryaboutCamerors reputationis disputedbut it waswidely repeatediuring his lifetime. Mr,
Lincoln reportedly asked ThaddeusStevensabout Camerorfs honestyand was told that "I do not
believehe would steala red hot stove" Whenthe Presidentepeatedhe story, Cameronwasoffende(
and a retractionfrom Stevenswas demandedThe crusty Republicancongressmameplied that he

could havebeenwrong andthussuggestinghat perhapsCamerommight steala red hot stove Rumors$

of political and Pnancialcorruption plaguedCameronthroughouthis careeralthoughthe Pnancia
benebciariesrereusuallyhis friends not Camerorhimself who maintainedhathe could haveearne
muchmorehadheremainedutsidepolitics.

JohnUsher who also servedin Mr. Lincoln's cabinet recalleda dinner party where Camero
defendechimselfagainstany involvementin corruptcontractssaying "If | haveany ability whateve)
it is anability to makemoney | do not haveto stealit. | cangointo the streetany day, andastheworld
goes makeall the moneyl want It wasabsurdto accuseme of that Whenthe war brokeout | knew
thatthe railroadfrom Baltimoreto Harrisburg the NorthernCentralof Pennsylvaniawasboundto be
good property the soldiers and people devoted to the preservationof the Union traveling to
Washingtonwould necessarilype transporteaverit. The stockwasthenworth only afew centson the
dollar. I knewthatfrom the very necessityof the caseit would advancdn valueto paror nearlyso. |
boughtlarge blocks of this stock andtold Mr. Lincoln if he would give me ten thousanddollars |
would makehim all the moneyhewanted" Camerorsaidthe Presidentleclinedhis offer.

It washarderto defendhimselfagainstchargesof incompetence®Ve wereentirely unpreparedor
sucha confict and for the moment at least absolutelywithout eventhe simplestinstrumentswith
which to engagein war,OCameronlater remembered@®Ve had no guns and evenif we had they
would havebeenof but little use for we hadno ammunitionto put in themBbno powder no saltpetrg
no bullets no anything®
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As a Secretaryof War, he provednot very competentat organizingthe logistical supportof the
army but far too adeptat annoyingthe PresidentJohnNicolay notedthat Cameronwas "Selbshanc
openlydiscourteougo the PresidentObnoxiousto the country. Incapableeitherof organizingdetails
conceivingandexecutinggeneralplans”

Historian Doris KearnsGoodwinwrote eterminedto protecthis position Cameronsoughtto
ingratiate himself with the increasingly powerful radical Republicansin Congress led by
Massachusetf@3Charles Sumney Ohio® Ben Wade Indiana@® GeorgeJulian and Maine® William
FessendenThoughknown as a conservativeon the issueof slavery Cameronbeganby degreedo
embracethe radical® contentionthat the central purposeof the war wasto bring the institution of
humanbondagdo anendGAmongthe controversiesn which Camerorengagedvashis annualrepor
in Decemberl86which stated "Thosewho makewar againstthe Governmenjustly forfeit all rights
of property privilege and securityderivedfrom the Constitutionand laws againstwhich they arein
armedrebellion andasthe laborandserviceof their slavesconstitutethe chief propertyof therebels
suchpropertyshouldsharethe commonfate of war to which they havedevotedthe propertyof loyal
citizens It is asclearly theright of the Governmento arm slaveswhenit may becomenecessargsit
is to use gunpowderor guns taken from the enemy" PresidentLincoln rejectedthis prematur
emancipatiorproclamation(which had beenwritten by Edwin M. Stantor) and orderedcopiesof it
recalled

Cameronserveduntil removalin January1862for mismanagementorruption and abuseof
patronageas well as unauthorizecendorsemendf emancipationCameronblamedhis ejectionfrom
the Cabinetin parton GenerallohnC. FrZmontwho hadbeendismissedrom his westerncommandi
few monthsearlier @t was necessaryor somebodyto go out and attendto Fremont [Montgomery
Blair went pbrst and came back and equivocated Then they all said | must go. | told Lincoln, |
understandhis BFremonthasgot to be turnedout, andsomebodywill haveto bearthe odiumof it Bif
| goanddoit | will probablylosemy placehere In thatcaseyou mustgive meaforeignmission That
wasthe beginningof the RussianviissionO

Many Cabinetmembersclaimedcreditfor suggestingCamerors replacementBefore he replacef
CameronPresidentincoln visited Secretaryf StateWilliam H. Sewardto talk abouta successoHe
had apparentlysettledon Edwin Stantonalthoughas historian Doris KearnsGoodwin observed an
the end eachof the three merb Seward Chase and Cameronbassumedhe was instrumentalin
Lincoln® appointmenbf the new secretaryof war.OCameronhimself recalled @Vhen| went out of
the CabinetLincoln askedme whom | wantedfor my successorl told him | wanted [Edwin M.]
StantonWell saidhe go andaskStantornwhetherhewill takeit. | startedto go downandontheway |
met Chaseandtold him | wasjust going downto seeStantonbandtold him whatl wasgoingfor. No
saidhe don®go to Stantoi® ofbce Comewith meto my ofbceandsendfor Stantonto comethereand
we will talk it overtogetherandl did sa0

A few months later, a congressionacommittee censuredhis handling of War Departmer
purchasesPresident_incoln defendedCameronand took responsibilityfor the irregular handlingof
procurementt the beginningof the war\a defensefor which Cameronremainedgrateful Over the
objectionsof his critics, Cameronwas conbrmedas Minister to Russiawherehe servedvery brieRyN
spendingmostof his time in travelsacrossEuropé\before
hetraveledagainto Washingtonn late 1862Cameronwas
thenreplacedy his predecessan thatjob, CassiuClay.

Takenfrom www.mrlincolnswhitehousera.
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Andrew Johnson (1808-1875)

AndrewJohnsorwasthewar Democratwho became.incoln's secondvice presidentiatunningmatein
1864fterbeingofferedthe Demaocraticvice presidentiahominationby StepherA. Douglasin 1860Johnson
supportedlohnBreckinridgein the 186@eneraklection but brokewith SoutherrDemocratn theissueof
secessioim 186Tor which hewaswidely vilipedin the South A tailor by trade he servedasa statelegislator
(1836-37, 1842-&¥ngressmafil843-53povernor(1853-5andSenator(1857-6 e servedon the
congressionaCommitteeon the Conductof War. He resignedrom the Senatevhenhewasappointednilitary
governorof Tennesseby President.incoln in early 1862.

Johnsorwasselectedasa logical War Democrato placeon theticket of the Union presidentiaconvention
in Baltimorein 1864HannibalHamlin's replacementn theticket cameasa public surprise Therehasalways
beena questionabouthow muchor whetherPresident.incoln intervenedn Johnso®selectionNew York
RepublicanChaunceyM. Depew for oneg recalledthatin a meetingwith fellow New Yorker Sewardbefore
the Convention A/r. Sewardsaidthatthe situationdemandedhe nominationfor vice-presidenpf a
representativérom the borderstatesandwhoseloyalty hadbeendemonstrateduringthe war...@u canquote
meto thedelegatesandtheywill believel expresgheopinionof the PresidentWhile the presidentvishesto
takeno partin the nominationfor vice-presidentyet hefavorsMr. Johnsor©O

JohnsorsurprisedVir. Lincoln himselfwhenhe askedf his presencevasnecessaryor theinauguration
"This Johnsons aqueeman” Mr. Lincoln told ShelbyM. Cullom. The public wasalsosurprisedvhenasick
Johnsorfortipedhimselfwith liquor in orderto prepareor his swearingin asVice Presidenbn March5, 186:
His subsequergpeechn the Senatechambemvasa strangehumiliation of himselfandeveryoneslsepresent
"l ama-goin' for to tell you hereto-day; yes I'm a-goin for to tell you all, thatl'm aplebiar | glory init; | ama
plebiar The peopld\yes the peopleof the United Stateshavemademewhat| am; andl ama-goin' for to tell
you hereto-dayl\yes to-day; in this placé\thatthe peopleareeverything"

Afterward accordingto SenateaideJohnW. Forney "Johnsorwasundera stateof greatexcitementand
wasin my immediatechargel wasconbdenthoweverthathewould be subduedeforethe Presidentnished
his inaugural To the surpriseof everybodyhowever except perhapsthe Cabinet Mr. Lincoln did not
consumePveminutesin repeatingt. As soonasthe peopleoutsidesawthathewasdone loud crieswere
raisedfor Johnsonuponwhich we hastilyretreatedo the Senatechamberandclosedthe unhappyand
inauspiciouslay." The Presidentatersaid "I haveknownAndy for manyyears.he madeabadslip the other
day, butyou neednot be scaredAndy ain't adrunkard" Forneyquotedthe Presidenaisobserving "It hasbeen
aseverdessonfor Andy, butl do notthink hewill doit again" Forneywaswell versedon the situationsince
accordingto JohnsorbiographeHansTrefousee"..on the night beforetheinaugurationhe celebratedvith his
friend Forney with whomhe sharednanyglasse®f whiskey" TrefoussenotedthatJohnsorhadhadat least
threeglasse®f whiskeybeforehe wentto the Senategoingbackto Hamlin's Senateofbceto drink thethird.
AlthoughJohnsorwasoccasionallya heavydrinker, Trefoussealeterminedhattherewasno evidencehat
Johnsorwasanalcoholid\unlike his two oldestsons bothof whomwerealcoholics

FrederickDouglasdatercontendedhatJohnsorrevealedanotheraspecbof his charactethatday. "Onthis
inauguratiorday, while waiting for the openingof the ceremonied madeadiscoveryin regardto thevice
presideniAndrewJohnsonTherearemomentsn thelives of mostmen whenthe doorsof their soulsare
open andunconsciouslyo themselvegheir true charactersnay bereadby the observantye It wasat such
aninstantl caughtaglimpseof therealnatureof this man which all subsequendevelopmentgprovedtrue |
wasstandingn the crowd by the sideof Mrs. ThomaslJ. Dorsey whenMr. Lincoln touchedMr. Johnsonand
pointedmeoutto him. The bPrstexpressiomwhich cameto his face andwhich | think wasthetrueindexof his
heart wasoneof bitter contemptandaversionSeeingthatl observedcim, hetried to assume morefriendly
appearanceut it wastoo late it wasuselesdo closethedoorwhenal within hadbeenseenHis prstglance
wasthe frown of the man the secondvasthe blandandsickly smile of thedemagogud turnedto Mrs.
Dorseyandsaid 'WhateverAndrewJohnsormay be he certainlyis no friend of our race’




AmbroseEverettBurnside(May 23, 1824 -
Septembef 3, 188Wasmadecommandepf
the Army of the Potomacn November7,
1862 After Fredericksburghe offeredto
resign OnJanuaryl, 186Bresident.incoln
rejectedthe offer. After theinfamouslud
March OBurnsiderequestedhatseveral
ofpcersbe courtmartialecbr hewould
resign Lincoln acceptedheresignatioron
January?26, 1863.
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OHIO CIVIL WAR ADVISORY COMMITTEE ANNOUNCE$

2013 MONTHLY THEMES

The Ohio Civil War Sesquicentennial is about to start its third year and the Ohio Civil War 150
Advisory Committee is announcing its themes for each month.! The theme for 2013 is OOhioQ
Impact on the WarO and each monthOs theme will focus on a different aspect of OhioOs impact on th
war effort.! Ohio organizations and groups are welcome to use these themes as they plan their Civil
War programming.! The 2013 monthly themes are:

January B Emancipation

February B Ohio Generals

March B Medal of Honor

April B The Costs of War

May B Ohio Civil War Road Trips
June B United States Colored Troops
July B Ohioans in Battle

August B OhioOs Regiments and Militia
September D Political Leadership
October B Immigrants in the Civil War
November B Why They Fought
December B Supplying the Military

KK K K KK KKK KKK

OThe monthly themes are a way to provide cohesion and focus for a sesquicentennial celebration
that lasts for four years,O said Amy Rohmiller, Local History program assistant working with the Ohio
Civil War 150 Advisory Committee.! OThis year we have themes that speak to the depth and breadth
of OhioOs experience in the Civil War.! For instance, OctoberOs theme, Olmmigrants in the Civil War,
an important theme that provides an additional perspective on OhioOs experience in the Civil War,
which is particularly signibcant considering the number of immigrants in Ohio in the mid-century.O

The 2013 monthly themes also correspond to important historic dates.! JanuaryOs theme £

OEmancipationO B will allow organizations to plan programs around the anniversary of the

Emancipation Proclamation.! In addition, MayOs theme B OOhio Civil War Road TripsO b allows groy
to plan trips that capitalize on the beginning of the summer tourism season.! And, JulyOs theme g

OOhioans in BattleO B will correspond with commemorative events for MorganOs Raid and the battle

at Bufbngton Island.

Organizations that use a monthly theme to create programs and events can receive help
planning and promoting events.! For more information, contact Amy Rohmiller at (614) 297-2609 or
arohmiller@ohiohistory.org.

Edwin StantonWilliam RosecranslamesVicPhersonClementVallandighamandSalmonChase
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